
 

Dear Fellow Disciples, 

It wasn’t so long ago that an American president hoped aloud for a “kinder, 
gentler nation.”  He did so, presumably, because he had witnessed with his 
own eyes what so many of us have with ours—an almost tragic decline in 
good manners, and beyond that, the sort of kindness that once served as the 
foundation of civility.   

Some would claim—correctly, I think—that the hope for (increased) civility 
inspired the letters that he wrote and sent to the congregations of the early 
church, including the churches in Galatia and Corinth.  Over and over again,  
he implored them to practice what might be understood simply as good   
manners—kindness, gentleness, generosity, and charity.  We can safely       
assume that, upon hearing rumors of gossip and rudeness amidst the       
members of those congregations, he felt a combination of sadness, grief,      
and regret.  At the very least, he implored them to stop their bickering and 
fighting.  More than that, he called upon them to love one another.   

These days, I hear (more often than I would like) about Christians who         
behave in ways that are, to put the matter politely, less than civil.  I hear  
about other congregations—Presbyterian and otherwise—that have suffered 
as a result of years upon years of gossip and discord.  Perhaps they have     
forgotten the lesson our parents taught us: “If you can’t say something nice 
about someone, don’t say anything at all.”  Can we imagine a world where  
everyone followed that bit of counsel? 

Many years ago, a Presbyterian Minister and seminary professor named   
Richard Mouw wrote a book about the kind of civility that’s uniquely       
Christian.  In another book he wrote a few years later, he reflected again on 
this most important of topics: 

“The case for Christian civility, as I see it, requires that we establish two      
important principles.  The first is that Christians must actively work for the 
well-being of the larger societies in which we have been providentially placed.  
And the second is that sanctified living should manifest those subjective       
attitudes and dispositions—those virtues, if you wish—that will motivate us 
in our efforts to produce societal health.” 

Well, Amen to that, Professor Mouw.   

Inside this issue: 

 From the Senior Pastor’s 

Study (continued) 

 Greetings from the Beringers 

2 

 Youth & Family Ministries 

 John Kiyaga World Vision 

3 

 Thankful—Food Pantry 

Support 

 4th Sunday Book Club 

 Presbyterian Young Women 

4 

 Treasurer’s Two Cents 

 Presbyterian Women 

 Pictorial Directory Pick Up 

5 

 Welcome Our New Members 

 Prayer Shawl Ministry 

6 

 

 FYI 7/8 

First Presbyterian Church  
270 Woodbridge Avenue, Metuchen, NJ  08840 

Telephone:  732-491-2300 
www.fpcweb.org 

Capital Campaign:  www.fpcbuildingthefuture.org 
Sunday Morning Worship starts at 9:30 AM 

— The Parish News —
January 2012 

From the Senior Pastor’s Study 

January 8, 2012 



Page 2 — The Parish News —January 2012 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

It is a special joy to be able to greet you at the beginning of this new year, 
and to thank God for a congregation that we deeply love.  We will always 
cherish the memories of our years with you. 

Over the recent Christmas holidays, we have received wonderful greetings 
from so many of you.  Thank you so much for your continued love and 
prayers.  We especially want to thank all of you that have been faithfully 
praying for our granddaughter, Annesley. 

More than a year ago, Annesley suffered a serious concussion while playing 
soccer on the Waterville, Maine high school team.  She missed much of her 
junior year in school; but thanks be to God, she is able to rejoin her class 
for her senior year.  Annesley is making great progress in her recovery, and 
we really appreciate your continued prayers for her full  recovery. 

We pray for God’s blessings for you all in this new year, and thank you 
again for the rich friendships we share with you in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

     Yours in Christ, 

     Peggy & Bob Beringer 

 

As we look ahead to the new year—and, yes, it seems that 2012 is here—may we be inspired by the grace and 
peace we have received from God through Jesus Christ.  May we hope and pray for a “kindler, gentler nation,” 
and, even as we pray, do everything in our God-given power to, as Rev. Dr. Mouw puts it, “work for the well-
being for the larger societies in which we have been placed.”  

Put even more succinctly, may God inspire and empower us to practice Christian civility, which begins and ends 
with a deep, abiding respect for others—our friends, co-workers, neighbors, and well, everybody—as children  
of the living God. 

     Happy New Year, and God’s peace be with you. 

        Pastor Sam 

From the Senior Pastor’s Study 

The Guide  

Picture a man stumbling along in a heavy fog,           
completely disoriented. Then, off in the distance,         
he sees the light of one small lamp. Its glow is suffi-
cient neither to burn off the fog nor to illuminate the 
obstacles that might be on the ground between the 
man and that lamp. Still, it is a steadily burning lamp. 
Something within the man prompts him to believe  
that if he heads toward it, he will be going in the right 
direction. That “something” we can call “faith.”  

 
While heading toward the lamp, he finds another lost 
man whose eyesight is so poor he can’t see the lamp. 
The first man takes the second by the hand and helps 
him toward the lamp also. The act of reaching out to 
another we can call “love.”  
 
And the lamp that draws him? It’s called “hope.”  

 

Article contained in Vol. 34. No. 1 of  The NewsletterNewsletter which 
is published monthly by Communications Resources, Inc. © 2011.  
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  December 8, 2011 

 

Dear friends of the First Presbyterian 
Church of Metuchen, 

I greet you in the name of Jesus Christ. 

I have written this letter to inform you 
that World Vision programs in my 
home area have come to an end.  This 
is my last letter to you.  So I take this 
opportunity to thank you for the sup-
port you have given me through World 
Vision from the time you begun spon-
soring me up to now when the project 
has come to an end. 

The project has constructed class-
rooms, health centers, protected water 
springs and many others.  This means 
that the project has changed our living 
positively since services are nearer to 
us. 

May God bless you all. 

    Bye Bye All. 

       John Kiyaga 

 

FPC Metuchen Sunday School offering has supported John Kiyaga 
through World Vision since 2003. 

Youth GroupYouth Group  

Wednesday Night Junior and Senior High  

Location — Education Building 

7th and 8th grades — 5:00 PM-6:00 PM  — Room 211 

Combined dinner — $3.00  — 6:00 PM-6:30 PM — Room 109     

9th through 12th grades — 7:00 PM–8:00 PM — Room 201 

——  ALL  ARE  WELCOME ALL  ARE  WELCOME ——    

 

For information on  

Christian Education  

and  

Children and Youth  

Programming,   

Please contact  

Nancy Leardi 

Director of Christian Ed. 

nleardi@fpcweb.org 

732-491-2264 

 

Junior ClubJunior Club  

Grades 4, 5 & 6 

January 5 & 19 

Meetings are 1st & 3rd Thursdays 

5:30 PM—6:45 PM in Room 109 

 

First Friday ClubFirst Friday Club  

Grades 1, 2 & 3 

January 6 @ 6 PM—7:15PM 

Join us for some pizza and fun              

in Room 109 in the Ed. Bldg. 

 

* * * * * * * *  

 

Watch Son-Day Paper           

for details. 
 

 

Youth & Family Ministries 
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Gratitude for 
Our Food 

Pantry And 
for Your    
Support 

 
The Holiday food card drive was an amazing success 
thanks to the generosity of  our members and also from 
members of the community.  Together with your dona-
tions and $1,500 from Mission and $800 from Presby-
terian Women we received over $7,000 in donations for 
Holiday cards.  What a blessing! 

At Thanksgiving $2,000 in Stop N Shop gift cards were 
divided among 40 families - at that time we had no idea 
what we would receive.  Since you gave your donation 
earmarked for Holiday, we felt that we could do more 
for the families at Christmas.  We purchased $5,000 in 
Stop N Shop gift cards and based on the number of   
people in the family we divided up the cards.  Most  
families with 4 people received $125 in gift cards. 

The recipients, all regular users of our food pantry, 
picked up their cards on Monday, December 19.  They 
were just overwhelmed by the generosity of First Pres-
byterian Church.  Some, after going out to their car and 
opening up the envelope, returned to the office to say 
Thank You and give hugs. 

We have received cards thanking us for helping them 
and phone calls too.  One woman called to say thank 
you and tell us that she was able to finally purchase 
meat for her freezer, something she hadn't been able to 
do in a long time. 

Although everyone has always been grateful for the  
holiday baskets, with the turkey and all the trimmings,  
receiving the gift cards was truly a special gift for them.  
Several people stated they were thankful for this oppor-
tunity to be able to make personal selections for their 
holiday meals. 

Thank you to everyone who contributed to this mission 
program and for making the holidays for these families 
extra special. 

 

4th Sunday Book 
Club 

Come join the discussion on Sunday, 
January 22,  in the church library.  Questions?           
Contact Deb Sorensen at 732-249-5145 or email Deb 
at me1dolphin@aol.com. 

 January 22  

 Midwives by Chris Bohjalian 

 February 26   

 The Inner Circle by Brad Meltzer 

 March 25   

 The Other Wes Moore by Wes Moore 

 April 22   

 Unbroken by Laura Hillenbrand 

 May 27   

 Hotel on the Corner of Bitter and Sweet  

 by Jamie Ford 

(May 27 we will decide on the following 12 month’s selections) 

 

 

Sunday, January 8, the PYW 
will meet after worship in the 
senior high room (room 201) 
for a  New Year gift exchange 
and a  “Girl’s Movie Sunday” to 
watch “Soul Surfer.” 

 

All girls invited ages 14 and 
older. 

Questions, please contact 
Nancy Leardi at 732-491-
2264 or nleardi@fpcweb.org 

PYW  

(Presbyterian Young Women) 
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Please mark the following dates on 
your calendar: 

 Wednesday, January 4 — PW  
Coordinating Team Meeting in 
the library at 7PM 

 Sunday, January 22 — Brief PW Business Meet-
ing in the Sanctuary immediately after worship.  
We will be voting on the PW budget at this 
time. 

Due to the construction our usual January Brunch 
cannot be held this month.  However, we do have 
some alternate plans in mind.  Look for more infor-
mation to be forthcoming.  We wish everyone a 
healthy, happy, and peaceful 2012!  

Last Day to Pick Up  

Your Directory 

Directories will be distributed Sunday, January 8, 
immediately following worship in the church       
library.  They are available to those families who 
posed for a sitting, one copy per sitting.  Thank   
you to our church family members who were       
supportive and came in for a photo session and  
for your patience in waiting for this book – it is 
beautiful and was well worth the wait.   
 

                      – Evangelism and Nurture Commission 
   and the Directory Committee 

Treasurer’s Two Cents 
 

ASSETS        November 30, 2011 

 Current Assets    

 Checking/Savings  $ 15,085.93 

 Total Checking/Savings $ 15,085.93 

 

    TOTAL CURRENT ASSETS  $ 15,085.93 

 

LIABILITIES & EQUITY        November 30, 2011 

 Equity  

 Retained Earnings     $   41,510.82  

 Net Income      $  -26,424.89 

 Total Equity      $   15,085.93  

    TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY    $   15,085.93 

  Special Accounts 

   Haulenbeek Fund  $    2,336.93   

   Local Assistance  $  47,729.90 

   Local Assistance CD  $  16,979.05 

   Melko Fund   $  21,825.97 

   Memorial Gifts   $  40,337.74 

   Youth Mission   $    5,923.01  [$1,739 Triennium] 

   Zundel Fund   $    1,381.39 

 

   I&E Balance 11/30/11           $ 3,960,581.78 

 

 Budget vs. Actual  11/30/11  Actual YTD      Projected YTD   Difference 

  Income    $  681,934.94      $    717,460.00  $    -35,525.06 

  Expense   $  708,359.83       $    741,735.24  $    -33,375.41 

  Net Income   $   -26,424.89          $     -24,275.24   $      -2,149.65 
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New Member Class 
The following new members were received by the Session on December 4 and recognized by the 

congregation during worship on December 11.  Welcome to our new members: 

Samantha Aldinger 

Bladys Basrow 

Doris Gulotta 

Jessica Perez 

Terry Perez 

Arnold Rondonuwu 

Nontje Samperuru 

Liminaly Sumantri 

Leentje Tangka 

David Singelyn 

Michelle Singelyn 

Shawls . . . made for      
centuries universal and 
embracing, symbolic of an 
inclusive, unconditionally     
loving, God.  They wrap, 
enfold,  comfort, cover, 
give solace, mother, hug,   
shelter and beautify.  
Those who have received 

these shawls have been uplifted and affirmed, as if given 
wings to fly above their troubles. . .”  Written in 1998 by:  
Janet Bristow copyright © 2011 

The Prayer Shawl Ministry of First Presbyterian Church 
of Metuchen has given 70 shawls to various members 
and friends in the community since 2008.   Thanks to 
Betty Seidner (until she moved to NC in the Fall 2010),  
Cheryl Tedder, Marie Hoffsommer and Jennifer Thomp-
son who have knitted or crocheted in past years and          
continue to support this ministry.   

My mother, Muriel Johnson from North Carolina, got me 
interested in the prayer shawl ministry.  She continues 
to support her home church in Northern Maine, the 
church she attends in Fayetteville, NC and also FPC-
Metuchen with prayer shawls.  It is wonderful to have 
her visiting with me during the holidays, and we are 
knitting up a storm together.  I’ve completed one shawl 
and she is working on her seventh! 

If you are interested in knitting or crocheting and would 
like to be part of this wonderful ministry, please let me 
know.  Supporting this ministry by donating funds for 
the purchase of the yarn is also welcomed.  The average 
cost of a shawl made with 3 skeins of Home Spun yarn is 
$18 to $20….unless it goes on sale! 

  — Merry Matlock                                                     
       email:  mmatlock@fpcweb.org    
                     church office # 732-491-2301 

Check out:  www.shawlministry.com 

It’s a New Year !  
As Christians, our daily devotional life can be a com-
mitment that is an inspiration for each day. Some 
wonderful devotional books are available in stores, 
online and in our church library. 

Some popular titles are: 

 My Utmost for His Highest  by Oswald Chambers 

 Grace for the Moment by Max Lucado 

 New Women's Devotional Bible by Zondervan  

 Five Minute Devotions for Children- Celebrating 
God's Word as a Family by Pamela Kennedy 

You may also subscribe online for emailed daily  
devotions at:  

 www.d365.org  

 http://daily.presbycan.ca/email/subscribe.html 

 http://gamc.pcusa.org/devotion/daily 
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A New Year's Blessing  

May God make your year a happy one!  
Not by shielding you from all sorrow and pain,  
But by strengthening you to bear it as it comes;  
Not by making your path easy,  
But by making you sturdy to travel any path;  
Not by taking hardships from you,  
But by taking fear from your heart;  
Not by granting you unbroken sunshine,  
But by keeping your face bright, even in the            
 shadows;  
Not by making your life always pleasant,  
But by showing you when people and their               
 causes need you most, and by making you      
 anxious to be there to help.  
God’s love, peace, hope and joy to you for the year 
 ahead.  
 
   —Author unknown  

 

The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Annual Community Celebration 

Sunday, January 15, 2012 

New Hope Baptist Church 

45 Hampton Street, Metuchen 

3:30 PM to 5:00 PM 
 

The New Hope Baptist 
Church and the Metuchen-
Edison Area Branch NAACP 
present the Rev. Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Annual Com-
munity Celebration —”The 
Right Drum Major  Instinct.”  

Join us on this day of observance and commemoration 
of the life of Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  Please 
come to hear this Baptist Preacher deliver excerpts 
from his “Drum Major Instinct” sermon.  The service 
will include youth recitations, choir selections, and 
remarks from local clergy and guest speakers.  MLK 
Scholarships will be awarded to local High School 
Seniors.   Refreshments will be served following the 
program. 
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First Presbyterian 
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CLERGY 

 Rev. Samuel E. Massengill, Senior Pastor 

 Rev. Mercy Olga Rumengan, Parish Associate 

 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

 Nancy Leardi, Director of Christian Education  

 

MUSIC MINISTRY 

 Brenda Day, Minister of Music 

 Elaine Hansen, Assistant Bell Director 

 Bill Kistler, Assistant Organist 

 

SUPPORT STAFF 

 Sally Ayotte, Part-time Office Assistant 

 Sue Harmon, Treasurer 

 Jonathan Hollenbeck, Asst. Supt.— Buildings & Grounds 

 Robin Kellner, Supt.— Buildings & Grounds 

 Merry Matlock, Admin. Assistant — Pastoral Services 

 Jennifer Miele, Nursery Care — Sunday Worship 

 

COMMUNITY NURSERY SCHOOL 

 Audrey Kowalski, Director CNS 

 Ingrid Hammond, Administrative Assistant 

 Fran Brennan, Treasurer CNS 
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Goodbye, Old Year  
 

Old Year! upon the Stage of Time  
You stand to bow your last adieu;  

A moment, and the prompter’s chime  
Will ring the curtain down on you.  

 
—Robert W. Service  

 

 

 

A Winning Pattern  

for the New Year  
 

Some anonymous wise person penned the follow-
ing directions for living without bringing pain to 
others or oneself:  
 
“You will never be sorry — for thinking before   
acting, for hearing before judging, for forgiving 
your enemies, for being candid and frank, for    
helping a fallen brother, for being honest in       
business, for thinking before speaking, for being 
loyal to God and the church, for standing by your 
principles, for refusing to participate in gossip,    
for holding your words when tempted to demean 
another, for not entertaining impure or hateful 
thoughts, for sympathizing with the afflicted, for 
being courteous and kind to all.”  
 

!ÒÔÉÃÌÅ ÃÏÎÔÁÉÎÅÄ ÉÎ 6ÏÌȢ αΰȢ .ÏȢ ί ÏÆ  4ÈÅ .Å×ÓÌÅÔÔÅÒ.Å×ÓÌÅÔÔÅÒ 
×ÈÉÃÈ ÉÓ ÐÕÂÌÉÓÈÅÄ ÍÏÎÔÈÌÙ ÂÙ #ÏÍÍÕÎÉÃÁÔÉÏÎÓ 2ÅÓÏÕÒÃÅÓȟ )ÎÃȢ Β 
ΰήίήȢ  


