
 

Dear Fellow Disciples, 

That Beethoven's Ninth serves as the tune to the hymn is plenty reason to 
love it.  But then, there are the words--the words of a poet.  More specifically, 
words penned by Henry Van Dyke long ago. 

I speak, of course, of "Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee." Just a few days ago,    
during a staff meeting, we learned that we hadn't sung this gem of a hymn--
this masterpiece of hymnody--in a long time.  What a joy indeed to hear our 
Minister of Music Brenda Day utter the words, "Why don't we choose it for  
the first hymn--the opening hymn?"  Indeed.  Amen to that. 

I feel sure that, if permitted, I could and would sing the hymn every Sunday.    
I like it that much.  There's the power of the music itself--a rousing, inspiring 
"Ode to Joy" that calls to mind the majestic force of Almighty God in all His 
grandeur.  And, yes, there are the words. 

We sing, then, of the God of the glory--the "giver of immortal gladness" and 
"center of unbroken praise." We sing of the God who "melts the clouds of sin 
and sadness" and "fills us with the light of day." Giving and yet forgiving, this 
is the one, true God who teaches us how to love one another and "lifts us to 
the joy divine." 

Love, it seems, lies at the heart of the poem, for "Father love is reigning o'er 
us" as brother love is busy binding us to one another.  We dare to march     
onward.  We are "victors in the midst of strife." We join together in singing  
the happy chorus "which the morning stars began," and, lest we forget, we are 
always--always and forever--"victors in the midst of strife." 

I smile when our choir sings this glorious gift from God because they sing it  
so well.  But the truth is that any of us can do it justice--any time of day, alone 
or alongside others.  Most especially, perhaps, we sing when we feel as though 
the clouds of sadness and the darkness of doubt pervade our lives. 

So, sing!  Sing to the glory of God.  Sing boldly and joyfully.  Sing this, the 
"triumph song of life!" 

     Thanks be to God! 

     Pastor Sam 
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From the Senior Pastor’s Study 

Monday,                      
February 20th 

The Church Office will be 
closed in observance of     

Presidents’ Day. 
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Youth GroupYouth Group  

Wednesday Night Junior and Senior High  

Location — Education Building 

7th and 8th grades — 5:00 PM-6:00 PM  — Room 211 

Combined dinner — $3.00  — 6:00 PM-6:30 PM — Room 109     

9th through 12th grades — 7:00 PM–8:00 PM — Room 201 

——  ALL  ARE  WELCOME ALL  ARE  WELCOME ——    

 

Easter 
Chocolates 

Please Support this                 
Youth Mission Fundraiser 

 

We are trying a new company this 
year, Gertrude Hawk Chocolates.  

Youth will be taking orders the entire 
month of February in Room 109 after 
Sunday service. FREE samples will be 
available for tasting! Delivery will be 
two weeks before Easter on Sunday, 

March 25th. 

Questions, please call                       
Brenda Redshaw at 732-549-2227. 

 

 

 
 

 

Vacation Bible School 

July 9 through July 13, 2012 
 

Many Vacation Bible School volunteers will be needed.  Please 
contact Nancy Leardi if you can offer your time during this fun-
filled week — nleardi@fpcweb.org  or call 732-491-2264. 

 

Pick Up Your Directory 
Directories are available in the church office 
to those families who posed for a sitting, one 
copy per family.   

Thank you to our church family members 
who were supportive and came in for a photo 
session and for your patience in waiting for 
this book – it is beautiful and was well worth 
the wait.   

 

        — Evangelism and Nurture Commission                                             
 and the Directory Committee 
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30 Hour Famine is a World Vision program that  
allows young people to make a significant impact  
on the problem of world hunger.  By pledging to go 
without food for 30 hours, participants not only 
raise money to alleviate this type of suffering, but 
also gain an understanding of how it feels to         
experience hunger.  Over the years we've learned  
that this experience, combined with a greater 
awareness of the suffering taking place in many 
parts of the world, will inspire young people to be 
compassionate and will create a greater desire to make a difference in the lives 
of others.   

The Youth in our congregation are choosing to make a difference.  They are 
getting ready to take part in the World Vision’s 30 Hour Famine and in so    
doing, they are seeking monetary pledges of support from you, our church 
family, as well as friends and loved ones.  These pledges are not only tied to 

their promise to fast for 30 hours,   
but to also participate in a food drive 
that supplements our food pantry  
and in  activities that raise hunger 
awareness  in our community.         
These activities will take place on    
Friday & Saturday, February 24 & 25, 
at the Education Building and partial 
use of the Social Center.  

Please pray for the Famine partici-
pants and then prayerfully consider 
sponsoring one or a couple of our 
youth participating in the 30 Hour 

Famine weekend to help save kids’ lives. 
 

   To donate online:  Go to our TEAM page: 

http://support.worldvision.org/goto/firstpresbyterianmetuchen 

 Clicking on MAKE A DONATION creates a TEAM donation (non-person 
 specific). 

 Clicking on a person’s name creates a donation specific to the person 
 you choose. 

 Students have to create a personal page, if they want to have their      
 name listed. 

 Donations can be either Anonymous or show your name. 

 You can also choose whether to show your amount or just your name. 

 

For information on  

Christian Education  

and  

Children and Youth  

Programming,   

Please contact  

Nancy Leardi 

Director of Christian Ed. 

nleardi@fpcweb.org 

732-491-2264 

 

 

Junior ClubJunior Club  

Grades 4, 5 & 6 

February 2 & 16 

Meetings are 1st & 3rd Thursdays 

5:30 PM—6:45 PM in Room 109 

 

First Friday ClubFirst Friday Club  

Grades 1, 2 & 3 

February 3 @ 6 PM—7:15PM 

Join us for some pizza and fun              

in Room 109 in the Ed. Bldg. 

 

* * * * * * * *  

 

Watch Son-Day Paper           

for details. 
 

Youth & Family Ministries 

http://support.worldvision.org/goto/firstpresbyterianmetuchen
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4th Sunday  

Book Club 
Come join the discussion on    
Sunday, February 26,  in the 
church library.  Questions?           
Contact Deb Sorensen at           
732-249-5145 or email Deb at me1dolphin@aol.com. 

 February 26   

  The Inner Circle by Brad Meltzer 

 March 25   

  The Other Wes Moore by Wes Moore 

 April 22   

  Unbroken by Laura Hillenbrand 

 May 27   

  Hotel on the Corner of Bitter and Sweet  

  by Jamie Ford 

 (May 27 we will decide on the following 12 month’s selections) 

 

 

Organ Recital 
February 26  
at 7:00 PM 
Sanctuary 

Michael Kaminski, organist, 
will be presenting an organ 
recital in our Sanctuary on 
Sunday, Feb. 26 at 7:00 PM.  
Michael has played several 
recitals at our church in the 
past and will be presenting   
a Master Class to members  

of the Middlesex Chapter of the American Guild of      
Organists throughout the afternoon.  Michael is the   
Adjunct Associate Professor of Organ at Brooklyn      
College as well as the Director of Music Ministries at 
Saint Francis Xavier Church in Brooklyn, NY.  

Please come enjoy the beautiful music. The concert is 
free. 

 PW  Coordinating Team Meeting       
is scheduled for Wednesday,      
February 8 at 7:00 PM in the      
library. 

 PYW (Presbyterian Young Women) 

meetings are scheduled for        
February 12 and March 11. 

 

A Note of Thanks 

We want to thank our church family for your          
prayers, cards, visits, and flowers during Ed's hip    
surgery and rehab.  A special thanks to Rev. Mercy 
and Pastor Sam, the Deacons, Mission Committee,  
and Presbyterian Women.  It is  wonderful to know 
that we are  surrounded by such caring friends.       
You make the healing process faster!  

                      – Ed and Jane Meyer  
 

2012 Lenten Recital 
Series 

Wednesdays at Noon in the 
Sanctuary 

— Free Admission —  

FREE 30 minute recital          
each Wednesday                       

February 29 — March 28 
 

February 29 

   David Iskowitz, Piano 

March 7 

   Sean Price, Harpsichord 

March 14 

   Metuchen High School Ensembles 

March 21 

   Michael Kaminski, Organ 

March 28 

   Joyce Campana, Mezzo Soprano 

   Brenda Day, Piano 
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+ Christian Symbols + 
 

40 
This number appears many    
times in Scripture, often indi-
cating a time of trial or testing, 
or simply marking something      
significant.  It rained 40 days 

and nights during the Great Flood.  The Israelites    
wandered in the wilderness for 40 years.  Jesus fasted 
for 40 days and was with the disciples for 40 days     
between his resurrection and  ascension.  Taking this 
symbolic number to heart, the Christian church has 
long observed 40 days of Lent (not counting Sundays).  

Refocus for Lent  

 

Give up complaining — focus on gratitude.  
Give up harsh judgments — think kind thoughts.  
Give up worry — trust God to provide.  
Give up discouragement — be full of hope.  
Give up bitterness — turn to forgiveness.  
Give up hatred — return good for evil.  
Give up anger — be more patient.  
Give up pettiness — become mature.  
Give up jealousy — pray for trust.  
Give up gossiping — control your tongue.  
Give up sin — turn to virtue.  
Give up giving up — persevere.  

  
    —Author unknown  

Treasurer’s Two Cents 
 

ASSETS        December 31, 2011 

 Current Assets    

 Checking/Savings  $ 31,250.52 

 Total Checking/Savings $ 31,250.52 

 

    TOTAL CURRENT ASSETS  $ 31,250.52 

 

LIABILITIES & EQUITY        December 31, 2011 

 Equity  

 Retained Earnings     $   41,510.82  

 Net Income      $  -10,260.30 

 Total Equity      $   31,250.52  

    TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY    $   31,250.52 

  Special Accounts 

   Haulenbeek Fund  $    2,337.53   

   Local Assistance  $  39,345.42 

   Local Assistance CD  $  16,987.80 

   Melko Fund   $  21,841.73 

   Memorial Gifts   $  53,303.93 

   Youth Mission   $    6,268.43  [$1,739 balance Triennium] 

   Zundel Fund   $    1,381.75 

 

   I&E Balance 12/31/11           $ 3,968,909.88 

 

 Budget vs. Actual  12/31/11  Actual YTD      Projected YTD   Difference 

  Income    $  775,802.13      $    816,945.00  $    -41,142.87 

  Expense   $  786,062.23       $    809,953.83  $    -23,891.60 

  Net Income   $   -10,260.10          $        -6,991.17  $    -17,251.27 
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Just a Short 
Note from    

Fathom 
 

Thank you so much   
for letting me share 
time together with you    
during church service. 
Well, I'm off on my  
new adventure in   
Morristown to start   

my professional training.  I know all the wonderful experiences   I had 
with my church family will help me be the Best Seeing Eye Dog I can be. 

    – Fathom 

P.S. Keep a look out for the new puppy.  I'm sure he will be visiting when 
he gets old enough!  Thanks again.      

              Yours in Mission, 

           Foster parents of Fathom – Tom & Diane Giordano 

January 6, 2012 

Dear Friends of First Presbyterian Church, 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!  
We are thankful for your partnership with 
us and we know we could not do this 
work without you!  May God bless you and 
your family this holiday season and 
throughout the New Year. 

As we think back over this semester, we have a lot to be thankful for.  
We are thrilled with the entrance into a new fraternity.  We are 
pleased with the option to enter other fraternities (though we wonder 
where the time will come from).  We are thankful for our Wednesday 
night group that we have for dinner and study.  Presently, we are going 
through the steps to obtain University of Maine Club status.  This will 
allow us even greater access to facilities and access to student govern-
ment funds.  Sometimes it can be rather political.  Please pray for Kim, 
Dan, the others who will walk through the process.  Pray also that the 
Lord smooth the road in the Student Senate. 

   Seeking the Lost Always, 

   Doug & Fran Palmeter 

   Life Ministries, Orono, Maine 
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First Presbyterian 
Church 

270 Woodbridge Avenue 

Metuchen, NJ  08840 

732-491-2300 

www.fpcweb.org 

 

CLERGY 

 Rev. Samuel E. Massengill, Senior Pastor 

 Rev. Mercy Olga Rumengan, Parish Associate 

 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

 Nancy Leardi, Director of Christian Education  

 

MUSIC MINISTRY 

 Brenda Day, Minister of Music 

 Elaine Hansen, Assistant Bell Director 

 Bill Kistler, Assistant Organist 

 

SUPPORT STAFF 

 Sally Ayotte, Part-time Office Assistant 

 Sue Harmon, Treasurer 

 Jonathan Hollenbeck, Asst. Supt.— Buildings & Grounds 

 Robin Kellner, Supt.— Buildings & Grounds 

 Merry Matlock, Admin. Assistant — Pastoral Services 

 Jennifer Miele, Nursery Care — Sunday Worship 

 

COMMUNITY NURSERY SCHOOL 

 Audrey Kowalski, Director CNS 

 Ingrid Hammond, Administrative Assistant 

 Fran Brennan, Treasurer CNS 

Peacemaking 2011  

 

The Peacemaking offering that we received in        
October totaled $1,895.  Seventy-five percent that    
is received is sent to PCUSA for global peacemaking 
efforts.  The twenty-five percent that remains here  
at Metuchen is disbursed through the efforts of our 
Mission Commission. 
  
Each year the Mission Commission looks for a local 
Peacemaking organization or cause.  This year the 
cause of anti-bullying was chosen.  We contacted the 
NJ Coalition for Bullying Awareness.  They respond-
ed that unfortunately they  are not a 5013[c] organi-
zation, so they are unable to accept donations.  They 
did encourage us to donate our $473.75 to a group 
they felt were often subjected to bullying due to 
their disorder.  We received a note from New Jersey 
Center for Tourette Syndrome & Associated Disor-
ders, Inc. thanking us for choosing their organization 
to receive the 25% of our Peacemaking offering.  

         — Mission Commission    

Ash Wednesday 
Service 

February 22 at 
7:30 PM  

FPC-Metuchen Sanctuary 

An Ash Wednesday Service will be hosted by the 
First Presbyterian Church of Metuchen at 7:30 PM 
on Wednesday, February 22.   This traditional   
worship service marks the beginning of the    
Christian  season of Lent, a time of penitence and 
reflection in preparation for Holy Week and Easter.  
The service will include special music, the preach-
ing of the Word, the Imposition of Ashes, and the 
Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper.  Participating in 
the service will be pastors and members of 
Protestant congregations in the Metuchen and    
Edison Interfaith Clergy Association. 

 The service is open to the community and all are 
welcome. 
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Grandpa’s “Drug” Problem  

 

 

 

 
My generation just might have been lucky. I had a “drug” problem when I was young, but I turned 
out all right anyway.  
 
Ɇ ) ×ÁÓ ÄÒÕÇ ÔÏ ÃÈÕÒÃÈȢ  
Ɇ ) ×ÁÓ ÄÒÕÇ ÔÏ ÆÁÍÉÌÙ ÒÅÕÎÉÏÎÓȢ  
Ɇ ) ×ÁÓ ÄÒÕÇ ÏÕÔ ÏÆ ÂÅÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÅÁÒÌÙ ÍÏÒÎÉÎÇȢ  
Ɇ ) ×ÁÓ ÄÒÕÇ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ ÅÁÒÓ ×ÈÅÎ ) ×ÁÓ ÄÉÓÒÅÓÐÅÃÔÆÕÌȢ  
Ɇ ) ×ÁÓ ÁÌÓÏ ÄÒÕÇ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÏÄÓÈÅÄ ×ÈÅÎ ) ÄÉÓÏÂÅÙÅÄ ÍÙ ÐÁÒÅÎÔÓȢ  
 
Those “drugs” still run through my veins and they affect my behavior — everything I do, say and 
think.  
       Signed,  
       Grandpa  
 


